
It	can	be	tempting	to	splurge	on	luxury	items	as	you	embark	
on	a	new	career.	Avoid	blowing	your	paycheck	and	prepare	for	
life	after	minimum	wage.

•	When	a	company	offers	you	a	starting	salary,	calculate	whether	
	 it	will	provide	enough	money	after	taxes	to	meet	your	financial	
	 obligations	and	goals.
•	Make	health	insurance	premiums	a	priority.
•	Purchase	renters’	or	homeowners’	insurance	to	protect	your	
	 personal	property.
•	Start	investing	in	your	company-sponsored	retirement	plan	and	take	
	 advantage	of	a	company	match—which	is	like	getting	free	money.
 
Learn	more	about	preparing	financially	for	your	
future	at	www.IowaCollegeAid.gov.

Odds that yOur 
FIrST	JOB 
w a s  i n  a 
restaurant: 

1 in 4*
 

average annuaL 

saLary
FOr	JOBS	IN	IOWA	

fOOd-
SErVICE: 
$18,800~

YOur	MISSION: 
Discover	life	after	
minimum	wage.

200	10th	St.	4th	Fl.,		Des	Moines,	IA	50309  

P:	877-272-4456		E:	info@iowacollegeaid.gov

www.IowaCol legeAid.gov
*	restaurant.org
~	bls.gov/oes/


